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Ma RCH 5th, 1782, 
AT THE | 
5 Aran ol the INHABITANTS. 


THR 8 81 2 9 
TOWN or BOSTON; 
To 
COMMEMORATE the BLOODY TRAGEDY | 


o THE 


M A * C H, 3 


By GEORGE RIchARDS MIxor. ; 


Quid tantum ioſano juvat indulgere dolori, 
— non bæc five. numine d vum Vine. Kin. 2d. 776. 

.: Eyenzunt. 

1: do genus durum ſfumus, experienſque laborum; 


„Et documenta damus, qua ſimus origine nati. | 
Ovid. Maran. lid. 1. 24, 
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By 775 ot the Town of BOS T O N. 
1782. 
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ton ;, and t e. of bim a. Copy thereaf for the Preſs. 


| Prefs, with the fulleſt Confidence, that the very ſhort. Time allow 


An. 4 Meeting of the F, eebolllers and 8 Inhabitants of 


'the Town 97 Boſton, duly qualified an {legally warned 
ir public 1 75 n- Meeting aſſembled at Faneuil- Hall, n 


Tage the 5 March, A D. . 1782, 


- 


On a Motion made, Wb 


i H 4 T John Brown, Nathan Frater. William Cooper, John 

Lucas, Joſiah Waters, John Scollay. and Ezckiel Price, ; 
Eſquires, be, and bireby-ave appointed a Committee to wait upon 
Mr. George Richards Minot, and in the Name of . the Toun 13 
tbant bim for the /pirited aud tlegarit Oration delivered by him at 
their Requeſt, in Commemoration of the horrid Meſjacre perpetrated 
en tbe Evening of the 5th of March, 1770, —by a Party of Soldiers; 
of tbe 79th Regiment, unaer the Command oj Capt. Thomas kite 
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* en Town- c. 
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Et KEE ; 
AM fondble. that the fol owing Oration-1 is not without: the 1 
correctneſs of a haſty, „ ;: and: I ſobmit it to the 


ed me for prepariag it, will. be. conlidered as an addilionaiC laim te 


6 Reader 5 r 8 
; 51 — 
With the greateft Raſpectz 
Gentlemen, 
erg moll. ob e, a: f 
. Ka 15 bumble Strvant,, 
= ' GEORGE, RICHARDS. MAN on: 


ins 2 th, 1792, 
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HEN I conſider the important occaſion from which 
-this anniverſary derives its origin, and the reſpectable cha- 
racers that have exerted themſelves to- perpetuate its hiſ- 

tory, I confeſs there is an unuſual ſecurity in my: feelings; ſince no 
miſtaken effort of mine can injure an inſtitution, founded on ſo- 
memotable an event, and tupported: by names 8:10 ply e ths 
e of . 230 (29016, e 15 7-98 
Warts Erely ieee Koneſty of i intention, which is ie 
elf; the beſt apolozy. for its errors, permit me to employ the preſent: 


Bour, which your united. voices have annualiy made ſacred to the: | 


-commemoration-of our country's wrongs, in recpitulating the moſt. 
injurious of her ſufferings, among: which that on the tragical fifth 
of Mareb is by no means the leaſt, and i in recounting the meſs 
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6 An ORA T IO N. 
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which have followed dom meaſures - as ; really 4 to thoſe 


who adopted them, as they were intentionally deſtructive to o thoſe 
againſt Whom they OD, Cava 


12 


A war1on falling from thoſe great principles of juſtice and 
virtue which had made her reſpectable; tubverting the boaſted 
improvements of her arts to the ſavage. pur poſes of revenge ; with 
venality and corruption entrenched on her cabinet; affords a ſpecta- 
cle too ſcrious for the amuſement of the beholder, He turns for 
relief to the annals of thoſe people "whoſe maſeuline virtues have 
obſtinately, will he not ſay wiſely ? reſiſted the refinement of a 
civilized world, But from the misfortunes of ſuch 2 nation much 
is to be learned. As the is hut onwards by the vortex of that 
immeaſurable gulph in which empires fink to riſe no more, let 
mee 18 us as A n bp Ns: 0 ficſt. ampulls of its _—_ tide, 


Sf > 7 A 


| 1 e Britaln 3 the whole 3 of Hr; 
tom in this country, would be to ſtep back to a very early period: 
For, long be fore ſhe avowed her ſyſtem of colonial ſlavery in the 
Stamp- Act, the liberties of our anceſtors had endured the moſt a- 
larming innnovations from her throne. Without cauſe and with⸗ 
-out notice ſhe had invalidated their charters; laid impoſitions upon 
their trade; attempted a molt dangerous influence over their in- 
ternal government, by endeavouring to make it independent of che 
people ; and all this with the ſame confidence as though her po- 
| * and _— and nat her nme ſetilel theme on thing 
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Bor the fall diſplay « of her deſpotic, policy was reſerved to add. 
accumulated dilgrace to the inglorious reign of the Third George. 
Then, intoxicated with the idea of taxing America, ſhe ſlumbered 
upon the tottering pillars ef her own conſtitution ; the hand of 
flavery rocked. her at ſhe lied on the giddy height ; falſhood gilded 
her viſions and hound her ſenſes with the enchantment of ſucceſs; 

while her blind ambition alone remained awake, to miſdirect the 
e aſſiſtance of fortune, and to make her fall equally certain 
W W | 


* 


Tux genius of Britain © once 1 the firſt ſpettre which ſhox 
from its tomb was the Stamp-Act. This promulgation of a 
ſcheme ſo: xepugnant to the fundamental principles of the late Eng- 
lich conſtitution, announced the fall, but did not obliterate the me- 
mory of that much reſpected ſyſtem. in this country. America 
aw the act bore not a ſingle feature of its reputed parent, and hav- 

- Ing detected its illigitimacy, effectually reſiſted its operation. But, 
as though conviction muſt. ever be productive of obſtinacy, Britain 
deſiſted not to rend in pieces the charters of her colonies, which 

ferved to remind her of the violence the committed on her own. 

Her adminiſtration affecting to realize the fables. * of its minions 

| whoſe very fears were as ſubſervient to its purpoſes as their hopes 
were dependant on its venality, and making pretence of treſpaſſes 
which, if real, the laws v were open to puniſh, unmaſked its true de- 


1 | THE | fgpe, 


For ſome of theſe fanciful miſrepreſentations ſee a vindi-ation of the town of 
Befton, from many. falſe and malicious aſperſions contained in certaiy. letters ritter 
* Governor Bernard and others, publiſhed by order of the town, 1769. 
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Fgris, by quarterly teri uriecing in Sie r Hil inktropalis in ik uns at 
Peace, © 


8 


Wutz was the citizen whoſe digte @ did not dam at 


this 1 1 16 attack on his ſiberties 7 2 Kr * t66 Ben 


eee its 5 purpose by 1 the Gerifive ef Rare conceivers 
be the deareſt objects of its guardianſhip, the lives and-rights of cis 
rens Were delivered over to che b of 1 rancour. 


* 2 


4 VzN ERASLE 6 pits of Keslben, Wend ever your country: 0 
lie! boaſt? act that the reaſon and ſpeculati ve truths of this our com 
mon cauſe atmed an extenſive world in ſupport of itsJuRice, Turn 
to the tragedy we commeinbrate as/imprinted by the bloody hand 
of the tyrant, and view the higheſt 'outrage his power could com- 


mit, or the forbearance of humanity ſuſtain, | There hecatombs of 


Davghtered citizetis were offered at the ſhrine of curſed ambition. 
What can we add to their memories through whoſe wounds their 


krountry bled; 'whoſe names are handed round the globe with the | 


"great occaſion on which they fell ; and whoſe tomb hall ever 
'"Nand-'a"bafis to the ſtatelieſt pillar in the temple of freedom ? 
Heaven has avenged their fall by tealiſing the prophecy « of the 
indignant American, as he vented his anguiſſi over their rankling 
«*Þlood, .. Theſe are indeed my country's wounds, ® but oh! 
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10 {aid he, the deep and tremendous reſtitutions are at hand ; I ſee 
« them with a prophetic eye this moment before me. Horror 
* ſhall be repaid with accumulation of horror. The wounds in 
* America ſhall be ſucceeded by deep-mouth'd gaſhes in the heart 
t of Britain 7 The chain of ſolemn conſequences is now advance 
1. ing. Vet, yet my friends, a little while, and the poor, forlorn One, 
* who has fought and fallen at the gate of her proper habitatiog 
& for freedom, for the common privileges of life, for all thekveet 
wc and binding principles i in humanity, for father, ſon and brother, 
4 tor the cradled infant, the wailing widow, 2nd the weeping 
10 maid ; yet, yet a little while and ſhe ſhall find an avenger. In- 
mn e. dignant nations (hall arm in her defence. Thrones and princi- 
x te palities ſhall make ber cauſe theic own, and the fountains of 
L, blood. that have. run from her exhauſted veins ſhall be anſwered 

Ec by a yet fuller meaſure of the horrible effuſion—blood for blood 


oc « and deſolation for deſolation; 0 my injured country my mal- 
25 « ſacred. America . « 


28 


© MBLANCHOLLY ſeene the fatal, but v we truſt the laſt effe & lr in 


our country of s fending army quartered i in populous cities in a time 


* 1 7 


, 


3 * thus violated ** e law nations or in- 


4 en can be held by, to uſe the language of the ancients, threy 
1A veil over the altars of her gods whom ſhe was too haughty to ap- 
peaſe. Would to heaven, for her ſake, we too had à veil to hide 


from the eye of juſtice, t che aſhes of out deſolated towns, e 
2 acts 


— 


— — Py 2 ny ne war wi I — — — 


— +, 3 — — 


ä R 


; _w_ | 


1 * ) * : \ : % k At. : 
, ++ WM. IF OR 4 I | . 9 . 2 "4 | 
; _w ' 9 ©. : B MA tb 2% p : — . o » 
4 . , 
* ” : wt — 2 "* "— . - l 
* By l * . - $* * nd * = Y ff N 
1 . : ay 
| He 
. \ . N 
way — 1 * 
5 A * 
'*% "Ig 19 
4 > 
ba = 


wack ich ter pow are oY wigs wi : 4 
dur OE; 7 2 


1. + ec. © every, af of JE TEE ERA one i perſon c over another * 
which there is. not an abſolute neceſſity is is tyrannical,” and if tyran- 
by juſtifies reſiſtance, to Have remained inactive under theſe ipju · 
ries had been a kind of political ſtoiciſm, equally. inconſiſtent with 
the laws of natfre- and: of ſociety. On ſuch Principles. aroſe the 
| memorable decktation. of. Fuly. 1776, A declaration. which at- 
once gave life and freedom to a nation; diſſolved a. monopoly un- 
natural as unjuſt ;- and- extended the embraces of bur country te to 
he univerſe. A declaration. which! heaven has fitice ratified. by 
the ſucceſsful eventicf her arms. For, when vs? confi ider the 
number of her victories ; the diladvantages- unde. which they 
were obtained; with the G of. important confequences! which 


depended upon the very moment of: their deciſion ; 3; who. but muſt 


acknowledge, after allowing to, our. military, actors every: thing he- 
roiſm can claim, that there appeared peculiar: marks of more. than 
human aſſiſtance ?- The: ſuri ender of; entire armics? to a power 
which. they affected to look upon rather as an bett of cheir chains 


than of their ſwords, was. a degree of glory no enemy that everpal- 
ſed the Roman yoke afforded to that republic. Hapleſs Beitain 1 
lor even thoſe hom you iajure miſt pity” you; how has fortune 
ded mern to bet Welden 10 N for a ſeene of yo 
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the iovincibility uf ¹ arms ;4 Bel ts rw 8 


AMERICA once unfettered, nobly relied upon the vprightnefs 


of her cauſe aud the bravery of her ſans. ' Bytpas-though.the.vir- 
tues of one crown were to apologiſe fot the -mereileſs. cruelty of, 
another, a monarch, equally wiſe in council as brilliant and porer- 


ful in arms, met her in an alliance which muſt ever enlixen her 


gratitude; exalt the honor of France; and, uit traſt: to „ promate, 
= Intexok of both, bh 24 Se G9. 8 0 1100 


"Ads the . which have 17198 from bel 8 reat” 


events to the people of Maſſachuſetts, that of ſecuring their lives, 


their liberties, and property, the great object of, all civil Sovern- 
ment, by a conſtitu ion of their own framing, is not to be accounts" 

ed the leaſt, Diſmembered from a government, which had long 

ſtood by the exacteſt balance of its powers even againſt the as; od 


tion of its miniſters, they found themſelves arcuflommed to princi- 


ples, Which age had ſtamped with authority, and patriots ſealed 


with their blood. The cauſe of their ſeparation had taught them' 
the avenues through which  deſpotiſm infiouates itſelf into the 


community, and pointed out the Means of. excluding i it, Under 
theſe circumſtances they produced a ſyſtem which, we truſt, ex- 


perience will evince to be an improvement ® upon the beſt man- 
kind have hitherto admired. The quick recurn of all delegated 
| power to the people from whom i is made to > ſpring, a and the check 
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* Is it not ſo in the equality of repreſentation and mode of election? 
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which each part of the government has upon the exceſſes of tlie 
other, ſeem to warrant us in placing on it all the confidence human 
laws can deſerve. 281 


Ex us not truſt to lawe : an uncoreuptecb people can ait 
without them; a corrupted: people cannot long exiſt with them, 
of any other Wan aſſiſtance. They are remedies which at beſt 
always diſeloſe and confeſs our evils. The body politic, once dif-. 
tempered,they may indeed: be uſed-as a erutch to ſupport it a- while, 
but they can never heal it. Rome, when her bravery conquered 


the neighbouring nations, and united them to her own empire, was: 


free from all danger within, becauſe her armies being urged on by. 
a love for their country would as readily. ſappreſs an internal as an- 


| external enemy. In thoſe times: che made na ſcruple to throw out 


ner Kings who, had abuſed their power. Bat when her ſubjects 
fought not for the advantage of the Commonwealth ; when they 
thronged. to the Aſiatic wars. for the ſpoils they produced, and pre- 
ferred proſtituting 1 the rights c of citizenſhip | upon any barbarian that 
demanded them, to meeting. him 1 in the field for their ſupport ;! 
then Rome grew too modeſt to accept from the hands of a dictator 
thoſe. rights which ſhe ought; to have impaled: him for dating to 
invade. No alteration in her laws merely, could have effected this. 
Had ſhe remained virtuous, ſhe might as. well have expelled her 
dictators as her kings. But what laws can ſave a people who for 
the very purpoſe of enſlaving themſelves, chuſe to conſider them 
Ser 22 councils which they may accept or refule,than as precepts 
TR which, 


na 
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which they are bound to bey? ® with ſachs people they muſt 


ever want a ſanction and be contemnedi—+- Virtue and long life 
ſeem to be as intimately allied in the political as in the moral 
world : ſhe is . w_ which ee has ſet at the _= * 
freedom.” 5 nod 8 


Tavr it is when the nature and principles of a government 
are pure, we have a right to ſuppoſe it as the fartheſt poſſible diſ- 
rnce from falling. But when we confider that thoſe countries: + 
in which the wiſoſt inftitutions of republican governments have 


been eſtabliſhed; now exhibit the ſtrongeſt inſtances of apoſtaey: 


we cannot but ſee the neceſſity of vigilance. Commerce, which 
makes perhaps, the greateſt diſtinction betwoen the old world and 
the modern, having raiſed new objects for dur curioſity, habitual 


indulgence hath at. length made them neceflary to our inficmitics. 


7 
N 


A eonſele nee more ſerupulons than i is probable Sy//a- ever had; would be apt 
to imagine this general diſpoſition of the people wiped away the guilt of eoſlaving ; 
them from any hand that effect d ir, If in any caſe, tis in this that we may * 


5 the maxim volenti von 1. Injuries 


+ Virwei in a republic i is a moſi ſimple ike» : T is & love 8 republie; 


felt * the mcaneſt” as well as: oy the bigheſt perſon ia the Rite. | 
iii of laws; book 5th. chap. 24. 


1 The poliĩtie Greeki who lived under * popular government, kaew no other - 
The modern inhabitants of that country are inticely, taken up 


| port but virtue. 
with manufaRuces, cammerc:, fiaagees, rie ats and luxury. 


Spirit of laws. b. 2d.'s 20. 


85 Thus 


a ſenſation, and not a conſequence of acquired kaowledge : ſenſation that may ra | 
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Thus eſſom inated car-we hope to excedd the rigotr: of their priver 
ejplcs; who even forbafl. the meationing of a foreign cu ſtom, and 
whoſe ſurptuary-laws ate held up in our age as ohjects of aſtoniſh- 
ment..? Soch. nations have mouldereſ away an vncontrovettable 
proof, that the beſt conſtructed human governments, like the hu- 
man body, tend to corruption; but as with that oy ry are not 
Franting Semager 10 nen their final A 
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| + Amone the —__ of their. Ga there a are verge more common 


makings a then 0 . tha habit of, pen once ac- 


quired and. other objects being wanting,  hiſtory-is not without » ® 
juſtances of i its tutning itſelf inwards; and knawing ast were, upon 


its own bowels. Happy are we in. the frequent change of our ſol- 
diery. ＋ This ſeems to be the beſt antidote againſt ſuch an evil. 
It prevents that lethargy which would be a ſymptom of death in 
the citizen at home; and checks that immoderation in the ſoldier 


| which js apt to-miſlers his xjeturs jn-the thcld; By this erchagge 
„ „ e $1 gens e ee (ome | 


For a eomplete colle8jon of a des bre to refer i 10 the e 3d book of the po- 
eee ee ol 1 wh ning | EF 

| NED 2 

+ The « Jefixn of ſaglety bilo: to 1 ** 1850 agaloft the more powerful, 

Khateyer tends to taking away the diſtinction between them, and to put! iu g all its 


members upon the ſame level, mult be conſonant to its firſt priveiples. This was an 
*bbj2& ith" the ofd republics ; ; Rowe ebliged her "citivets to ſerve i in the "il * den 
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of their qualities they mutually warrant happineſs to each other and 


freedom to their country. 


AMERICA: once guarded againſt herſelf, what has ſhe to fear? 


Her natural ſituation. may well inſpire her with confidence. Her 
rocks and her mountains are the choſen: temples of liberty. The 
extent of her climate, and the variety of its produce, throw the: 
means- of her. greatneſs: into her own hands, and infure. her the: 


traffic of the world. Navies ſhall launch from her foreſts, and her 
| boſom be found Rored with the moſt precious treaſures of nature. 


May the. induſtry. of her people be a ſtill ſurer pledge of her wealth. 


— The. union of her ſtates too is founded upon the moſt durable 
principles: the ſimilarity of the manners, religion and laws ot their 


inhabitants, muſt ever ſupport: the meafure: their common injuries 


originated: Her government, while it is reſtrained from violating: 
the rights of the ſubject, is not diſarmed againſt-the public foe. 


Cour o Junius Brutus and his colleagues have beheld her res 
public erecting itſelf on the dijointed neck of tyranny, how would 
they have wreathed a laurel for her temple as eternal as their own: 


memories! America ! faireſt copy of. ſuch: great originals | be: 


virtuous, and thy reign ſhall be as happy as durable, and as durable 
as the pillars: of the. world you have enfranchiſed. 
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